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cakes, and dried in the smoke of the huts. In order to preserve
it free from humidity, each cake is separately tied in pieces of
dried banana leaves, and kept in a smoky place, unless required
for family use or the market. (Seeman.)
leaves.—When used for thatch the leaves are split down
the midrib, the two halves placed together end for end, and the
leaflets braided diagonally. Long mats are woven to cover the
ridge of the roof, and secured in place by wooden pins passing
through them below the ridge pole and projecting on each side.
Coconut thatch is not as durable as that of the Nipa Palm, a
roof of the Coconut leaves lasting but four years, while one of
Nipa will last from ten to twelve. Many of the natives' huts in
India and Ceylon, as well as in Polynesia, are almost entirely
constructed of materials derived from the Coconut tree. The
Tahitians plait the leaves for screens, or as covering for the
floors; for similar purposes, and also as a thatch, it is used by
the natives of the islands of Botuma, Tongatabu, and other of
the Polynesian Islands. The ribs of the leaflets are slender,
strong, and somewhat elastic. They are frequently tied in
bunches and used as brooms for sweeping about the fire-places,
and in Samoa are used as forks in eating. Indeed, in those
islands the word 'tua niu' (coconut leaflet rib) is applied to
forks in general, and is also used for wire and as the name of
certain pinnate ferns which have a slender stiff midrib. Skewers,
knitting needles, and toothpicks are also made of tua-niu, and in
the early days the oily kernels of the nuts of Aleurites moluccana
were strung on them, like pieces of meat on a brochette, and served
the Samoans and other Polynesians as candles. On many of the
Pacific islands tua-niu, neatly smoothed and pointed, were made
into combs both for use and for ornament. In Ceylon and through-
out Polynesia the dry leaves are used as torches, both for
the natives themselves during the dark nights and to carry before
the carriages and palanquins of the Europeans. The washermen
of Ceylon burn the foliage for the sake of its alkaline ashes.
The leaves formerly played a part in many of the religious
ceremonies of the Tahitians, and were also an emblem of
authority; they were sent by the chiefs to. their dependents
when any requisition was made. Through tie leaf tied to the
sacrifice the god was supposed to enter; and by the same road
the evil spirits, who, it was imagined, tormented those afflicted

